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Tel. No: 022-22672500  Ne ANy 832340 833S,we)

E-mail : gposhc.2011@gmail.com Office of the Govt. Pleader,
High Court, Original Side,
~ Mumbai — 400 032.

‘To, ; Date: 21% October, 2026.

1. The Chief Secretary,
State of Maharashtra,
Madam Cama Road, Hutatma Rajguru Chowk
Mantralaya, Mumbai - 400 032

2. The Additional Chief Secretary,
Home Department,
Madam Cama Road, Hutatma Rajguru Chowk,
Mantralaya, Mumbai - 400 032

3. The Principal Secretary,
Public Health Department,
Madam Cama Road, Hutatma Rajguru Chowk,

Mantralaya, Mumbai - 400 032.
(Email ID: psec.paharashtra.gov.in)

4. The Principal Secretary,
Higher and Technical Education Department,
Madam Cama Road, Hutatma Rajguru Chowk,
Mantralaya, Mumbai - 400 032.

5. The Principal Secretary,
School Education Department,
Madam Cama Road, Hutatma Rajguru Chowk,
Mantralaya, Mumbai - 400 032.

6. The Principal Secretary,
Environment Department,
Madam Cama Road, Hutatma Rajguru Chowk,
Mantralaya, Mumbai - 400 032

. The Principal Secretary,
Urban Development Department,
Madam Cama Road, Hutatma Rajguru Chowk,

Mantralaya, Mumbai - 400 032.
(Email ID: psec.housing@maharashtra.gov.in)

. The Director General of Police,

é\K PN Maharashtra State, Police Head Quarters,

Regal Cinema, Colaba,
Mumbai - 400 032.
(Email ID: dgpms.mumbai@mahapolice.gov.in)



9. The Director
Directorate of Information and News,
Ground Floor, Main Building, Mantralaya
Madam Cama Road, Hutatma Rajguru Chowk,
Mantralaya, Mumbai - 400 032.

. {Email iD:dgiprsocialmedia@gmail.com)
10. The Commissioner of Police,
Greater Mumbai,
Office of the Commissionerate of Police
Opp. Crawford Market,
Mumbai - 400 001.
(Email ID: cp.mumbai@mahapolice.gov.in)

11. The Joint Commissioner of Police,
Mumbai Traffic Police Headquarters,
Sir Pochkhanwala Road, Worli,
Mumbai 400030.
(Email ID: jtep.traf@mahapolice.gov.in)

12. The Member Secretary,
Mabharashtra Pollution Control Board,
Administrative control of the Environment and
Climate Change Department
Kalpataru Point, 3rd and 4th Floor,
Sion (East), Mumbai - 400 022,
(Email ID: ms@mpcb.gov.in )

Sub.: High Court, 0.0.C.J.,
SUO MOTO PIL No. 1 of 2026
Noise and Environmental Pollution;
Public Nuisance caused by unregulated use of
Music Systems with Amplifiers and Firecrackers
on Public Streets During Festivals.

Sirs./Madam,
Please refer to this Office’s emails dated 24.09.2026 and 16.10.2026

This is to inform you that, the above matter was on the Board on 21 .10.2026,
before the Division Bench of Their Lordships the Hon’ble Mr. Justice G. S. Kulkarni
and the Hon’ble Justice Dr. Neela Gokhale. During the course of the Hon’ble Court
has expressed its strong displeasure regarding the conduct of the Government
Officers of not complying with the directions issued by the Hon’ble Court vide its
Order dated 15.10.2026 in its letter and spirit. The directions issued by the Hon’ble
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Court vide Order dated 15.10.2026 for your ready reference and nccessary action are
reproduced hereinbelow: |

“17. In the light of the above discussion, we are of tlie considered opinion that

at tris stage of the proceedings, the following order would meet the ends of

Justice: ‘

(i} The order dated 22 September, 2026 passed in the present proceedings
shall be applicable throughout the year and to all festivals. Accordingly,
there shall be a total ban to the bursting of ﬁ;;ecrackers during festivities
on public streets, roads, etc. The authorities shall take all measures to
implement the said direction and prevent air and noise pollution being
generated by the use of firecrackers.

(ii) There shall also be complete réstraint on bursting of firecrackers in
silence zones like in the vicinity of hospitals, Government offices, Courts,
schools etc.

(iii) The Aluﬁz’cz:pal Corpaiation and the ]b[c'zharas‘htra Pollution Control Board
shall jointly issue appropriaie notices in the newspapers, electronic
médz'a, social media and other similar means of publicity, informing the
public that the burning of ﬁrec)‘ackcrs at public places, including streets,
lanes, footpaths shall not be perriitted.

(iv) The notice shall also apprise the citizens of the harmful effects of the
toxicity caused by the burning of ﬁrecrackers.and appeal to them to refrain
from burning firecracters that generate noise and cause smoke and air
pollution. |

(v) The State Government, the Municipal Corporation and the Pollution
Control Board shall set up and implement an awareness mechanism
regarding the burning/bursiing of firecrackers, within a period of one
week. Such mechanism shall include awareness programmes at the school
levels, public anrouncement through electronic/social media and the
display of messages on buses, at bus stops, in trains and at other
appropriate places, well before the festivals. Tne citizens shall also be

encouraged 1o use green crackers with lower noise and air pollution
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emissions and to adhere to the limited time periods prescriﬁed under the
applicable Rules and Regulations for burning firecrackers.

vi) The notice shall also apprise the citizens of the harmful effects of the
toxicity caused by the burning of firecrackers and appeal to them to refrain
Sfrom burning firecrackers that generate noise and cause smoke and air
pollution.

(vii) The authorities may also consider involving celebrities in the awareness
campaigns, with a view to imake cities better places to live in.

(viii) The Municipal Corporations, the Pollution Control Board and the Police
Department shall create a compldim mechanism for receiving complaints
by pfoviding dedicated telep%ne numbers and ward-wise email
addresses.

(ix) The Collector, Municipal Commissioner, the Commissioner of Police shall
appoint a Nodal officer tc co-ordinate the enforcement. The names of such
Nodal Oﬁicér& be appropriately notified so that the citizens can register
their grievances on the air end noise pollution generated by bursting of

firecrackers.

\\ (x) The Chief Secretary shall nominate a Principal Secretary to hold meetings
and coordinate or such issues with the different authorities. |
(xi)  The various authorities shall also equip the field stajf with decibel meters
and o‘her devices ﬂ)r measuring roise and air pollution.
(xii) The complaints as may be received by the respective Nodal Officers shali
be addressed with utmost expedicncy and prompt action shall be taken
agaitzsi thosé who are acting in breach of the rules and regulations as the

law would mandate.

During the course of the hearing the Hon’ble Couwrt has cmpatheticaliy
stressed about ill eifect caused by buisting of firecrackers ugon the health of the
public at large as also the enviromnent and has implored the Government officers
especially the Police Departinent te ensure that the Orders passed by the Hon’ble

Court are implemented stringently. Furthzrmore, the Hon’ble Court hzs directed the

State Government and its various Departments to comply with the- following

directions cn or before 24.10.2026 and file Compliancc Affidavit on 26.10.2026
-— — - e e -_——————e . ——
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before the Hon’ble Court. The directions that the State Government and its varicus

departments needs to comply with on or before 24.1C. 26 are as under:

(1) The State Government, the Municipai Corporation and the Pollution

I

Control Board shall set up and implemcut an awareness mechanism
regarding the burning/bursting of firecrackers, within a period of one
= ©

week. Such mechanism shall include awareness programmes at the

school levels, publie annpuncement through clectronic/social media
MIay of m'csséges on buses, at bus stops, in trains and at
other appropriate places, well before tﬁe. festivals. The citizens shall
also be encouraged to use green crackers with lower noise and air
poliution emissions -and tc adhere to the limited time periods
prescribed under the applicable Rules and Regulations for burniﬁg

firecrackers.

(ii) The notice shall also apprise the citizens of the harmful effects of the

toxicity caused by the burning of firecrackers and appeal to them to
refrain from burning firecrackers that gencrate noise and causec

smoke and air pollution.

(iii) The authorities may also consider involving celebrities in the

awarencss campaigns, with a view to make cities better places to live

in.

(iv) The Municipal Corporations, the Pollution Control Board and the

)

Police Department shall create a complaint mechanism for
receiving complaints by providing dedicated telephone numbers and
ward-wise email addresses.

The Collector, Municipal Commissioner, the Commissioner of Police
shall appoint a Nodal officer to co-ordinate the enforcement. The
names of such Nodal Officers be appropriatcly notificd so that the
citizens can register their grievances on the air and noise pollution ‘

gencrated by bursting of firecrackers.

(vi) The Chief Secretary shall nominate a Principal Secretary to hold

meetings and coordinate on such issues with the different authoritics.



6

(vii) The various authorities shall also cquip the field staff with decibel
meters and other devices for measuring noisc and air pollution.

(viii) The complaints as may be received by the respective Nodal Officers
shall be addressed with utmost expediency and prompt action shall be
taken against those who are acting in breach of the rules and

regulations as the law would mandate.

Please ftreat this matter with grave sériousness and gravity and ensure the
compliance and implementation of the Order dated 15.10.2026 forthwith.
The soft copy of Order dated 15.10.2026 is attached herewith for your perusal

and necessary action. -

Yours sincerely,

AHe o

(Anjali Neel Helekar)
Government Pleader,
Encl: as above. ' High Court, Original Side,
Mumbai.
Cc.to:
- The Learned Advocate General, State of Maharashtra, High Court, Mumbai.
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